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Kohl Children’s Museum is located at the intersection of Patriot Boulevard and West 
Lake Avenue on The Glen in Glenview, between Willow Road and Lake Avenue, and 
between routes I-94 and I-294.

Bus Driving Directions
From 294: Take Willow Road exit heading east for 2½ miles, then turn right onto 
Patriot Boulevard. Turn right onto West Lake Avenue.

From 94 northbound: Take Lake Avenue West exit heading west for 3 miles, then turn 
right onto Patriot Boulevard. Turn left onto West Lake Avenue.

From 94 southbound: Take Skokie Road exit, turn immediately right at Lake Avenue, head 
west for 3 miles, then turn right onto Patriot Boulevard. Turn left onto West Lake Avenue.

Bus or Van Entrance/Parking
Please inform your bus drivers of the Museum’s bus-only entrance on West Lake 
Avenue. All fi eld trips should use this entrance rather than the public entrance 
for safety reasons.

After turning on West Lake Avenue from Patriot Boulevard, turn right (north) into the 
fi rst driveway. The fi rst bank of parking spaces on the right is reserved for bus parking. 
If all spaces are full, please unload your students at the Group Welcome Center 
entrance and then pull forward and park along the outer driveway.

When exiting, please have the bus driver use the outer driveway around the main 
parking lot and exit onto Patriot Boulevard.

Group Entrance/Group Welcome Center
School groups will enter the Museum through the Group Welcome Center that is 
located by the bus parking area.

2100 Patriot Blvd, Glenview, IL 60026  •  (847) 832-6600  •  kcmgc.org
Our Vision

We will be an essential leader in providing playful experiences 
that inspire every child.

Our Mission 
We are a place that provides experiences and memories 

to build a foundation for a lifetime of learning.

OUR LOCATION

Universal Design
Kohl Children’s Museum has created a facility and exhibits that are inclusive for guests 
with any level of physical, visual, auditory, or cognitive ability. Built with the principles 
of universal design, which far surpasses the requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, the Museum is exceptionally friendly to guests with varying abilities.
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Adventures in Art
Get involved in our hands-on programs! This 
exhibit encourages children to be creative 
using unique tools and art media, including 
painting, weaving, recycled art, and clay 
sculpture.

Underwritten by the Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Foundation 

All About Me
What makes children unique? Find out in this 
exhibit where visitors paint their faces, record 
and play back their voices, and fi nd out how 
many milk jugs they weigh.

Underwritten by ITW Foundation

City on the Move
Explore concepts such as simple machines, 
place value, time, magnetism, energy, gravity, 
and rail safety on a whimsical trip through the 
city of Chicago.

Underwritten by ComEd, An Exelon Company

Cooperation Station
Children team up to make giant windsocks 
graze the ceiling, fi ll a basket with balls and 
watch them pop, talk to friends on video 
phones, or make music through manipulating 
a rolling ball sculpture.

Underwritten by The Abbott Fund

Habitat Park
The great outdoors opens up to Museum 
visitors in our 2-acre nature park. Explore 
unique climbing structures, a grass maze, 
water painting wall, a sensory garden, and an 
interactive sculpture trail.

Underwritten by the Diana M. and Bruce V. Rauner Family. 
Sculpture Trail given by the Shaw Family in memory of Charles 

H. Shaw. Additional support provided by the Public Museum 
Capital Grants Program, Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources, Illinois State Museum; the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services; the Souder Family Foundation; The Handwerker 

Family; Tom and Louise Flickinger & the Edward E. and Marie L. 
Matthews Foundation; Anderson Pest Solutions; and the Illinois 

Clean Energy Community Foundation

Hands On House
Choose siding, carpeting, tiles, and wallpaper 
to decorate the house. Use simple machines 
like wheels and pulleys to make tasks easier.

Nature Explorers
Children dig through play dirt to discover 
specimens of spiders, ants, and pillbugs; 
explore a fantasy forest and dress up as 
animals; and investigate animal characteristics, 
habitats and camoufl age.
Underwritten by HSBC – North America, with additional support 

from the Institute of Museum and Library Services

Powered by Nature 
Here children explore the concepts behind 
renewable energy using the wind and 
sunshine. By building and testing windmills, 
sailboats and conduct experiments with 
magnifying glasses and mirrors.

Underwritten by the Allstate Foundation, with additional 
support from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation, 

ComEd, an Exelon Company, HSBC – North America, and the 
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity

Ravinia Festival Music Makers
Experience rhythm, vibration, tension, 
composition, melody, harmony and 
movement in this unique REACH*TEACH*PLAY 
activity center from the country’s oldest music 
festival, nearby Ravinia. 

Turtle Rock 
Our newest permanent live animal display 
features a selection of turtles native to Illinois.  
In this partnership with Shedd Aquarium, use 
your observation skills to discover how turtles 
move, swim, eat, and interact with each other. 

Underwritten by Kendra and Thys Wallace and Family

Water Works
Explore the properties of water, air, and 
gravity through manipulating machines 
including an Archimedes Screw, bubble tank, 
and air pump. Discover how water is used for 
energy and transportation, and even make 
music with water!

Underwritten by the Souder Family Foundation

OUR EXHIBITS
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TRAVELING EXHIBITS

Baby Nursery
Play lullabies, change diapers, feed babies, 
and monitor their health in this pediatrician 
offi  ce/nursery.

         Underwritten by Advocate Children’s  Hospital

Pet Vet
Care for, groom, and play with stuff ed animals. 
Real x-rays of various animals let children 
diagnose problems and mend them on the 
operating table. Try out our pet obstacle course!

Underwritten by the John S. and Norma W. Darling Foundation
 

Play Café 
Children answer the phone and take orders, 
work the cash register, make sandwiches and 
milkshakes, and serve guests in this realistic 
restaurant environment.

Robert R. McCormick Foundation Main Street

Sheridan’s Books & Crannies
Discover the magic of reading at this play 
bookstore! Choose a book to look at in 
a reading nook, or act out a story on our 
performance stage.

Underwritten by  the Souder Family Foundation

SpotHero Car Garage
Check your car into the garage, fi x a pretend 
engine, and build a unique car to try on the test 
tracks. Manipulate and walk through the kid car 
wash, complete with sound eff ects, rollers, and 
blow-dry air nozzles.

Whole Foods Market
Role-play a baker, cashier, deli worker, stocker, 
or just be a shopper in this lifelike grocery store.

In this child-sized town, children can try on dozens of adult roles in each of the 
specialized shops and community centers while learning academic concepts.

May 24 – Sep 3, 2017
Enter a child-sized 
laboratory to explore 
how scientists impact 
your health and wellness. 
Explore machines, 
processes, and technology 
that demonstrates the role 
science plays to keep your 
body healthy.

Sep 19 – Dec 30, 2017 
Blocks are classic 
timeless toys. Put a new 
spin on an old favorite 
by letting exploring 
diff erent and unusual 
types of building blocks 
in a single space.

Underwritten by

Jan 20 – Apr 25, 2017
Children’s China portrays 
the present-day activities 
that Chinese families 
practice, as well as their 
roots of Confucius’ 
teachings. Explore 
hands-on activities, and 
immerse yourself in the 
Chinese culture.
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Self-Guided Field Trips
These trips encourage children to 
explore the Museum at their own pace. 
All Museum exhibits include elements 
appropriate for the developmental needs 
of children up to age 8.

Minimum group size is 10.                        
Fee: $7 per child2

Self-Guided Field Trips include:
•	 A 15-minute orientation
•	 One and a half hours to explore the 

interactive, hands-on exhibits1

•	 Option for utilizing a lunch room 
for 1⁄2 hour (lunch rooms must be 
reserved in advance)

Focused Field Trips
Our Focused Field Trips provide hands-
on learning experiences that expand on 
concepts integrated into the Museum 
exhibits. These are designed to meet the 
developmental needs of young children 
up to age 8.  An option for Spanish 
instruction is available upon request.

Minimum group size is 16.
Fee: $10 per child2

Focused Field Trips include:
•	 A 15-minute orientation
•	 A 45-minute guided workshop 

conducted by a Museum Educator
•	 45 minutes of Museum exploration1

•	 Pre- and post-visit extension materials
•	 Option for utilizing a lunch room 

for 1⁄2 hour (lunch rooms must be 
reserved in advance)

1 Longer field trips can be arranged for an additional charge with prior approval; call (847) 832-6923 for information.
2 Field trip fees are applied to all children, including Museum members.

PLANNING YOUR FIELD TRIP

Kohl Children’s Museum can bring a field 
trip experience to your school, center, or 
home! A Museum educator will conduct 
any of our focused field trips at your site.

Maximum class size is 25.

Fee:
$250 (within 10 miles)3

$275 (10-20 miles)3

$300 (20-25 miles)3

Second Session:
$200(same day and location)

In-School Museum Experiences 
include:
•	 A 45-minute guided interactive 

workshop presented by a Museum 
educator

•	 All supplies and supporting materials 
for the workshop

•	 Pre- and post-visit extension materials

3  All distances are calculated from the Museum. Locations over 25 miles away will be considered on a case by case basis.

In-School Museum Experiences

Scholarships
A limited number of field trip scholarships are available to classrooms or child care 
centers designated by the Museum as a school or center of need. 
Visit www.kcmgc.org/scholarships for an application.

WE’LL BRING THE MUSEUM
TO YOU

6

Teacher Preview
Interested in seeing if the Museum is right for your classroom? Bring a valid ID 
identifying you as an Early Childhood Educator to receive a complimentary admission.
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Registration
Advance registration is required for all groups of 10 or more. Registration is accepted 
via several easy options:

BY MAIL
Mail the registration form with a check. 

BY FAX
Fax the registration form with a credit card number and with authorization to charge 
the credit card for the cost of the field trip to (847) 724‑6469.

Call (847) 832-6923 with any questions related to your registration.

You may also mail or fax a registration form to hold a date with a credit card and make 
payment for the field trip by the day of the trip. This process requires an authorization 
with the credit card number that if payment is not received, or if the trip is cancelled 
less than 30 days prior to the date reserved, the credit card will be billed according to 
our cancellation policy below.

•	 Field trips are confirmed and processed after we have received your completed 
registration form and payment guarantee. 

•	 Date requests are processed and assigned in the order that payment is received. 
•	 Checks and money orders should be made payable to Kohl Children’s Museum. 
•	 Confirmation letters and information packets will be emailed when registration is 

complete.
•	 The Museum has limited field trip slots and space, and therefore we CANNOT offer 

refunds or balance due adjustments for absent children. You may bring up to 5 
children more than the number you reserved, and pay for them on the day of your trip.

Special Needs
Field trips and programs are available that accommodate children with special needs. 
Please let us know at the time of booking if your group has any children with special needs.

Lunch Facilities
Lunch facilities for sack lunches are free of charge; however, due to limited space, they 
must be reserved in advance (1/2 hour maximum allotted time). Così® Kid’s brown bag 
lunches, or sandwiches, salads, and flatbread pizzas may be purchased in advance from 
Così® Café on site at the Museum and delivered to your lunch room. Call Così® at  
(847) 832-6926 for more information.

During Your Visit
•	 If groups arrive early, field trip times will be adjusted to end 1 1⁄2 hours from their 

actual arrival time. 
•	 If groups arrive late, the field trip time may have to be abbreviated due to scheduling 

considerations. Please arrive on time to experience all we have prepared for you.
•	 If groups arrive before or after their scheduled time, there may be a short wait for 

orientation while other groups are oriented.

Cancellation and Change Policy
Because the Museum is in high demand for visiting groups, we must limit the number 
of groups scheduled on any given day. Therefore, if your plans change, we ask that you 
cancel, reschedule, or change the number of children in your group well in advance of 
your visit. 

Refunds or reductions in amount due will be awarded for field trip cancellations or 
changes in attendance numbers based upon when the Museum is notified:

More than 30 days in advance: Full refund
Less than 30 days in advance: No refund

Adult Chaperones
•	 A minimum of 1 adult (age 16 or older) for every 5 children is required.
•	 1 adult is free for every 3 children. 
•	 Additional adults will be charged $7 each. 

FIELD TRIP GUIDELINES



Ko
hl

 C
hi

ld
re

n’
s 

M
us

eu
m

 F
ie

ld
 T

ri
p 

Re
gi

st
ra

ti
on

 F
or

m
Pl

ea
se

 n
ot

e 
th

at
 th

is
 is

 n
ot

 a
 c

on
fi r

m
at

io
n.

 Y
ou

r t
rip

 is
 c

on
fi r

m
ed

 w
he

n 
yo

u 
re

ce
iv

e 
a 

fi e
ld

 tr
ip

 c
on

fi r
m

at
io

n 
le

tt
er

.

Co
nt

ac
t I

nf
or

m
at

io
n

N
A

M
E

TI
TL

E/
PO

SI
TI

O
N

SC
H

O
O

L 
O

R 
O

R
G

A
N

IZ
A

TI
O

N

A
D

D
R

ES
S

C
IT

Y/
ST

A
TE

/Z
IP

D
A

Y
TI

M
E 

PH
O

N
E

EV
EN

IN
G

 P
H

O
N

E

E-
M

A
IL

N
A

M
E 

O
F 

PE
R

SO
N

 F
IL

LI
N

G
 O

U
T 

TH
IS

 F
O

R
M

 (i
f d

iff 
er

en
t f

ro
m

 a
bo

ve
)

Pr
og

ra
m

 P
re

fe
re

nc
es

TI
M

E 
m

 9
:4

5–
11

:15
 a

.m
. 

m
 1

0–
11

:3
0 

a.
m

.
 

m
 1

0:
45

 a
.m

.–
12

:15
 p

.m
. 
m

 1
1 

a.
m

.–
12

:3
0 

p.
m

.
 

m
 1

:3
0–

3 
p.

m
. 

m
 O

th
er

 _
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

(P
le

as
e 

pl
an

 to
 a

rr
iv

e 
5–

10
 m

in
ut

es
 e

ar
ly

 fo
r o

rie
nt

at
io

n.
)

30
-M

IN
U

TE
 L

U
N

C
H

 R
O

O
M

 R
EQ

U
ES

T 
m
 Y

es
 
m
 N

o
(L

un
ch

 ro
om

 is
 fr

ee
, b

ut
 a

va
ila

bi
lit

y 
is 

lim
ite

d.
 R

es
er

va
tio

ns
 m

us
t b

e 
m

ad
e 

in
 

ad
va

nc
e 

an
d 

sc
he

du
le

d 
im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 b

ef
or

e 
or

 a
ft

er
 y

ou
r fi

 e
ld

 tr
ip

 ti
m

e.
)

A
G

E 
O

F 
C

H
IL

D
R

EN
   

  m
  U

nd
er

 3
   

  m
  3

-4
   

  m
  5

-6
   

  m
  7

-8

D
A

TE
 (F

IR
ST

 C
H

O
IC

E)
(S

EC
O

N
D

 C
H

O
IC

E)
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

 (T
H

IR
D

 C
H

O
IC

E)

W
O

R
K

SH
O

P 
TO

PI
C 

FO
R 

FF
T 

O
R 

IS
M

E 
(F

IR
ST

 C
H

O
IC

E)

(S
EC

O
N

D
 C

H
O

IC
E)

SP
EC

IA
L 

R
EQ

U
ES

TS

Tr
ip

 C
os

t
N

U
M

BE
R

PR
IC

E
TO

TA
L

FO
C

U
SE

D
 F

IE
LD

 T
R

IP
 (m

in
im

um
 1

6 
ch

ild
re

n)
@

 $
10

/C
H

IL
D

 =

SE
LF

-G
U

ID
ED

 F
IE

LD
 T

R
IP

 (m
in

im
um

 1
0 

ch
ild

re
n)

@
 $

7/
CH

IL
D

 =

EX
TR

A
 T

IM
E 

IN
 M

U
SE

U
M

 E
X

H
IB

IT
S 

(3
0 

m
in

ut
es

)
@

 $
2/

CH
IL

D
 =

N
U

M
B

ER
 O

F 
A

D
U

LT
S*

 (o
ne

 a
du

lt 
fr

ee
 fo

r e
ve

ry
 3

 c
hi

ld
re

n)
@

 F
RE

E 
=

FR
EE

EX
TR

A
 A

D
U

LT
S 

(o
ve

r t
he

 1
:3

 ra
tio

)
@

 $
7/

PE
RS

O
N

 =

IN
-S

C
H

O
O

L 
M

U
SE

U
M

 E
X

PE
R

IE
N

C
E 

 #
 o

f c
hi

ld
re

n:
__

__
 (m

ax
. 2

5 
ch

ild
re

n)
 
m

 $
25

0(
0-

10
 M

IL
ES

)  
  m

$2
75

 (1
0-

20
 M

IL
ES

)  
  m

$3
00

 (2
0-

25
 M

IL
ES

)

IN
-S

C
H

O
O

L 
M

U
SE

U
M

 E
X

PE
R

IE
N

C
E 

(a
dd

iti
on

al
 se

ss
io

n,
 sa

m
e 

da
y 

an
d 

lo
ca

tio
n)

  #
 o

f c
hi

ld
re

n:
__

__
 (m

ax
. 2

5 
ch

ild
re

n)
@

 $
20

0 
=

*T
he

 M
us

eu
m

 re
qu

ire
s 

1 
ad

ul
t f

or
 e

ve
ry

 5
 c

hi
ld

re
n.

TO
TA

L 
D

U
E 

=

Ca
nc

el
la

ti
on

 a
nd

 C
ha

ng
e 

Po
lic

y
M

or
e 

th
an

 3
0 

da
ys

 in
 a

dv
an

ce
 =

 fu
ll 

re
fu

nd
Le

ss
 th

an
 3

0 
da

ys
 in

 a
dv

an
ce

 =
 n

o 
re

fu
nd

Pl
ea

se
 in

it
ia

l h
er

e

 
Co

nfi
 rm

ed
 fi 

el
d 

tr
ip

s 
th

at
 d

o 
no

t s
ho

w
 u

p 
w

ill
 b

e 
C

H
A

RG
ED

 T
H

E 
FU

LL
 A

M
O

U
N

T.
Pa

ym
en

t i
s 

ex
pe

ct
ed

 fo
r t

he
 fu

ll 
co

nfi
 rm

ed
 

am
ou

nt
 re

ga
rd

le
ss

 o
f a

bs
en

t c
hi

ld
re

n.
Fi

el
d 

tr
ip

 fe
es

 a
re

 a
pp

lie
d 

to
 a

ll 
ch

ild
re

n,
 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
M

us
eu

m
 m

em
be

rs
.

Pa
ym

en
t M

et
ho

d
To

 g
ua

ra
nt

ee
 y

ou
r fi

 e
ld

 tr
ip

, c
he

ck
, m

on
ey

 o
rd

er
, o

r c
re

di
t c

ar
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

m
us

t b
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

 w
ith

 y
ou

r r
eg

is
tr

at
io

n 
fo

rm
.

m
 C

he
ck

 o
r m

on
ey

 o
rd

er
 e

nc
lo

se
d,

 p
ay

ab
le

 to
 K

oh
l C

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
M

us
eu

m
m

 C
hi

ca
go

 P
ub

lic
 S

ch
oo

ls
 p

ur
ch

as
e 

or
de

r #
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
m

 P
le

as
e 

us
e 

m
y 

cr
ed

it 
ca

rd
 to

 h
ol

d 
th

is
 tr

ip
. A

no
th

er
 fo

rm
 o

f p
ay

m
en

t w
ill

 b
e 

su
bm

itt
ed

 o
n 

or
 b

ef
or

e 
th

e 
da

y 
of

 th
e 

tr
ip

. I
 a

ls
o 

ac
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

th
at

 I 
ha

ve
 

re
ad

 a
nd

 a
cc

ep
t t

he
 M

us
eu

m
’s 

fi e
ld

 tr
ip

 p
ol

ic
ie

s.
 In

iti
al

 h
er

e:
 _

__
__

__
m

 P
le

as
e 

ch
ar

ge
 $

__
__

__
__

__
 to

 m
y 

cr
ed

it 
ca

rd
:

Ch
ic

ag
o 

Pu
bl

ic
 S

ch
oo

l V
en

do
r #

 1
47

24

M
ai

l o
r F

ax
 fo

rm
 to

:
Ko

hl
 C

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
M

us
eu

m
21

00
 P

at
ri

ot
 B

ou
le

va
rd

G
le

nv
ie

w
, I

L 
60

02
6

Te
l: 

(8
47

) 8
32

-6
92

3
Fa

x:
 (8

47
) 7

24
-6

46
9

Ex
pi

ra
tio

n 
D

at
e:

  V
is

a 
  M

as
te

rc
ar

d 
   

  
  A

m
Ex

 
  D

is
co

ve
r

Si
gn

at
ur

e:

__
__

_

__
__

_

__
__

_



12

Focused Field Trips
Kohl Children’s Museum’s Focused Field Trips expand on 
concepts integrated in the Museum exhibit environments 
and include pre- and post-visit extension materials. All 
workshops are aligned with Common Core Standards 
(CCSS) Illinois Early Learning and Development Standards 
(IELDS) and Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). 
Remember, all workshops can be brought to your 
classroom through our In-School Museum Experiences!

DID YOU KNOW?
STEAM-related content 

(Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts,                 

and Math)  
is incorporated into virtually 
all of our Focused Field Trips.

WORKSHOP TITLE MAIN 
FOCUS

ADD’L 
FOCUS PK K 1 2 3

Animal Adaptations • • • • •
Artistic Expressions • • • • •
Birds as Builders • • • • •
Build It! • • •
Energy Around Us • • • • •
H20 Art • • •
Health and Nutrition • • • • •
Measure It! • •
Re-Use It • • • • •
Sensational Senses • • •
Simple Machines • • •
Tools We Use • • • • •
Vibration Explorations • • • • •
Water Investigations • • • • •

Music Science Art Language 
Arts Math

Animal Adaptations
Discover how animals adapt to their environment 
through exploring birds, insects, invertebrates and 
mammals.
•	 Investigate and identify physical features that help animals survive.
•	 Observe and explore the survival features and behaviors of worms.
•	 Compare and contrast how animals and humans adapt to the 

environment.

Grades: PK, K 1, 2, 3 
Meets IELDS: 11, 12 
Meets CCSS: CC.K-12.SL.3  
Meets NGSS: K-L S1-1

Grades: PK, K 1, 2, 3 
Meets IELDS: 25, 26, 30 
Meets CCSS:  RL.K.10 , 
M.C.K.G.A.3, M.C.K.G.B.5 
Meets NCSS:                   
VA: Cn11.1.1, VA: Cr2.1.K, 
VA: Re8.1.K

Grades: Toddler        
Meets IELDS: 4, 25, 26 
Aligns to CCSS: RL.K 10, 
M.C.K.G.A.3, M.C.K.G.A.5   
Meets NCSS:  
VA: Cn11.1PK

Artistic Expressions
Artwork by Alexander Calder, Frida Kahlo, and Augusta 
Savage will inspire students as they experiment 
with a variety of materials to create two-and three-
dimensional works.
•	 Experiment with a variety of materials to build an understanding 

of the difference between two- and three-dimensional art.
•	 Explore how clay and other unusual objects can be used as art 
•	 Create art based on observation and imagination.
•	 View and discuss artworks based on visual narrative elements.

Artistic Expressions Jr. (age 2-3 years)
The works of artists Tara Donovan, Maya Hayuk and 
Gustav Klimt will inspire students as they explore color, 
pattern, and shape through a variety of materials.
•	 Experiment with a variety of materials to build an understanding 

of the difference between two- and three-dimensional art.
•	 Explore how clay and other unusual objects can be used as art 

media.
•	 Work individually and collaboratively to create artworks.
•	 Look at and discuss artworks based on visual narrative elements. 

*

*

* Adapted version of field trip available for toddler age 13
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Grades: PK, K, 1, 2, 3                                      
Meets IELDS: 2, 11, 12                                    
Meets CCSS: K-12.SL.1          
Meets NGSS: K-ESS2, 
K-ESS3, 2-3L S4

Birds as Builders
Explore, compare and contrast the construction of nests 
built by birds in Illinois.
•	 Compare bird nests with human shelters.
•	 Observe and explore bird nests through observational drawings 

and discussion.
•	 Create a nesting orb using a variety of natural materials that birds 

can use in their nest building. 

Build It!
Experiment and test the wind-resistance of building 
materials. 
•	 Relate lessons learned from a story to real life.
•	 Compare and contrast a variety of building materials.
•	 Plan, build and test structures to withstand a strong gust of air.
•	 Record and discuss the test results.

Grades: PK, K,  1 
Meets IELDS: 2, 11   
Meets CCSS: W.CCR.8, 
MP.1, MP.4	
Meets NGSS: K-2-ETS1-1, 
K-2-ETS-3

H20 Art
Explore the properties of water, color, shape and 
texture through the creation of “water art.”
•	 Explore color mixing by experimenting with colored ice to create a 

collaborative mural.
•	 Learn about absorption and color value through experimenting 

with coffee filter staining.
•	 Experiment with buoyancy, shape, and texture by building and 

testing a floating sculpture.
•	 Use water and dirt to create a textured mud painting.

Grades: PK, K, 1, 2, 3 
Meets IELDS: 2, 11, 25                                   
Meets CCSS: K.R.L.10, 
K-12.SL.1, K-12.SL.R.6	
Meets NGSS: 2-P S1-2, 
4-P S3-4, 4-ES S3-1

Grades: PK, K, 1                                      
Meets IELDS:11, 12, 13, 25                                              
Meets CCSS: K-12.R.R.10	
Meets NGSS:  
2-PS1, K-2-ETS1

Grades: PK, K, 1, 2, 3                                      
Meets IELDS: 11, 22, 23                               
Meets CCSS: SL.K.2

Grades: PK, K,                                     
Meets IELDS: 7, 21  
Meets CCSS: K.MD.1, 
K.MD.2, K.MD             
Meets NGSS: K-2-ETS1 1

Health and Nutrition
Understand how a balance of good nutrition and physical 
activity are important for living a healthy lifestyle.
•	 Understand the importance of eating healthy foods.
•	 Understand how exercise can fit in your daily routine and the 

importance of being active.
•	 Identify sometimes food and anytime food.
•	 Understand the Consortium to Lower Obesity in Chicago Children 

(CLOCC) “5-4-3-2-1 Go!” message to promote a healthy lifestyle.

Measure It!
Discover and explore how your body can be used as a 
measuring tool.
•	 Use comparisons to explore measurement.
•	 Learn how to make “fair” comparisons by using a variety of 

materials.
•	 Identify attributes to make comparisons.

Energy Around Us
Discover how wind and water can be used as energy 
sources through experimentation. 
•	 Explore how water moves objects.
•	 Compare and contrast the impact of wind on various objects.
•	 Design, create and test a wind sculpture.



Water Investigations
Investigate various tools and methods to move water.
•	 Test materials and methods to move water by comparing and 

contrasting various tools including pipettes, basters, and sponges.
•	 Graph and chart data sets.
•	 Plan, construct and test a pipeline to move water from one location 

to another.
•	 Experiment with water flow by molding sand to create streams, 

rivers, lakes, and dams.

Water Investigations Jr. (age 2-3 years)
Investigate various tools and methods to move water.
•	 Test materials and methods to move water by comparing and 

contrasting various tools.
•	 Plan, construct, and test a pipeline to move water from one location 

to another.
•	 Mix primary colors to make new ones. 

Grades: PK, K, 1, 2, 3              
Meets IELDS: 6, 11, 13                                    
Meets CCSS: SL.CCR.1,                      
SL.CCR.3                                
Meets NGSS: K-L S1, 
K-2-ETS1

Grades: Toddler              
Meets IELDS: 6, 11, 13                                    
Aligns to CCSS: SL.CCR.1,                      
SL.CCR.3                                
Meets NGSS: K-LS1, 
K-2-ETS

Re-Use It
Explore methods to reduce and reuse garbage. 
•	 Discover how children can help reduce garbage.
•	 Sort and chart objects that can be reused and recycled.
•	 Analyze methods of how to reuse recyclable items.
•	 Discover how worms help reduce waste through composting.

Sensational Senses
Discover how the five senses help people learn about 
the world.
•	 Identify objects using tactile discrimination.
•	 Explore sweet and sour tastes.
•	 Utilize visual discrimination to explore color change and mixing.
•	 Compare and match the sound of different objects.
•	 Distinguish and identify various scents.

Simple Machines
Discover how simple machines work to make our 
everyday lives easier.
•	 Compare, contrast and test the effectiveness of simple machines.
•	 Identify different types of simple machines.
•	 Explore force and motion through manipulating wheels, levers and 

other simple machines.
•	 Understand and explain how the mechanics of simple machines 

work.

Tools We Use
Experiment with tools scientists and other people use 
to make tasks easier.
•	 Make and test hypotheses.
•	 Collect, describe, and record information.
•	 Gain an understanding that scientists use science tools and 

technology to accomplish certain tasks. 

Vibration Explorations
Explore, design, build and test musical instruments to 
discover how sound is created through vibration. 
•	 Experience vibration by observing, touching and listening to a 

variety of instruments.
•	 Plan, construct and test a vibrating instrument with recycled 

materials.
•	 Describe how an instrument produces sound through vibration.
•	 Test the instrument’s effectiveness to vibrate.

Grades: PK, K, 1, 2, 3 
Meets IELDS: 11, 12, 25 
Meets CCSS: K-12.R.R.10 
Meets NGSS: 1-PS4

Grades: PK, K, 1, 2, 3 
Meets IELDS: 2, 7, 10, 13                                           
Meets CCSS:MP.2,  
MP.4, MP.6                               
Meets NGSS: K-PS2, 
2-PS1, K-2-ETS1

Grades: PK, K, 1, 2, 3                                      
Meets IELDS: 12, 25                                   
Meets CCSS: SL.K.1,SL.K.10                               
Meets NGSS: K-ESS3-3, 
K-2-ETS1-1

Grades: PK, K, 1           
Meets IELDS: 11, 12, 26                                        
Meets CCSS: SL.K.1, 
SL.K.2, RL.K.10                            
Meets NGSS: PS4-1, PS4-4, 
PS1-1

Grades: 1, 2, 3              
Meets IELDS: 10, 11                                        
Meets CCSS: SL.K-2.1                         
Meets NGSS: K-PS2, 2-PS1, 
K-2-ETS1
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The Museum’s professional development 
program is designed for teachers, 
caregivers, parents, and other adults who 
interact with children ages birth through 
8. These are offered both on‑site and at 
the Museum.

Each in-service topic is aligned with 
Common Core Standards, Illinois Early 
Learning and Development Standards 
and NAEYC Early Learning Standards. All 
involve hands-on exploration and small 
and whole group discussion.

Continuing education credit is available.

Algebraic Thinking with Sets and 
Patterns:  Develop a foundational 
understanding of what it means to join, 
separate, compare and equalize sets to 
ensure that young children acquire a 
basic understanding of sets, a key early 
math concept. 

Art and Nature with Young Children:  
Art and nature go hand in hand.  This 
workshop will provide a variety of hands-
on art activities that incorporate science, 
literacy and art for young children 
inspired by nature.

Curious Questions, Expanding 
Children’s Learning:  Learn to facilitate 
open-ended questions that encourages 
critical thinking and deepens young 
children’s thoughts. (English and Spanish)

Additional training topics can be customized to meet your program’s needs.

Encouraging Young Artists through 
Process Art:  Discover how Process Art 
engages children in exploring concepts 
such as color, shape, line, value, size and 
composition.

Growing Up Wild:  Provides an early 
foundation for children developing 
positive impressions about the natural 
world and lifelong social and academic 
skills.  This is the national program 
created by the Council for Environmental 
Education (CEE).

Introduction to the Project Approach:  
This is an introduction and overview 
of the Project Approach.  Learn about 
the structure of the Project Approach, 
choosing the best topic, involving 
parents in site visits and use of experts 
during project work.

Mathematizing with Measurement:  
Discover how children come to 
understand the measurement principles 
through hands-on activities exploring 
the use of measurement as a tool for 
mathematical thinking. 

Tools We Use:  Discover ways to create a 
strong framework for science learning by 
using everyday items as tools for scientific 
and mathematic exploration.

The Value of Play in Children’s 
Learning:  Learn how to create an 
environment that encourages discovery 
and exploration for young children.

Why Document Children’s Work?  
Learn how to document children’s work 
that represents their development, 
informs teaching, and enables others to 
see where learning is occurring in the 
classroom.

For more information and for pricing, please contact 
our Manager of Education at  (847) 832-6873
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