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Thank You for Serious Play
Kohl Children’s Museum of Greater Chicago is 
important because we:

•  Reach children during the critical early formative 
years when patterns for lifelong learning are set

•  Prepare children for school and equip parents to 
help their children flourish

•  Strive to ensure children are creative, 
imaginative, and inspired to be the innovative 
thinkers necessary for our future

The Museum is unique because:
•  We are the only Chicago-area children’s museum 

designed exclusively for ages birth to eight
•  We strive for families to visit the Museum 

repeatedly and to be an essential part of our 
community

•  Our facility design is mission-driven and 
universally accessible to all children, regardless 
of limitations

As a supporter of Kohl Children’s Museum, you 
already know this. These pages are a testament to 
your commitment to serious play. All that we have 
accomplished as highlighted here would not have 
been possible without you and your contributions. 
For that we are seriously and exceedingly grateful.

While this is our annual report to you, we strive 
for continuous two-way communication with you, 
the community we have served for over 30 years. 
Accordingly, we welcome your feedback regarding 
how Kohl Children’s Museum can continue to grow.

Thank you for your seriousness about play— for 
sparking a lifelong love of learning through the 
power of play in the children we serve.

Sheridan Turner, President & CEO 
sturner@kcmgc.org

Jack Ball, Jr., Chair, Board of Trustees 
jball@kcmgc.org
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“Play is often talked 
about as if it were a 
relief from serious 
learning. But for 
children, play is serious 
learning. Play is really 
the work of childhood.” 

Fred Rogers, creator and host of 
the educational preschool television 
series Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood
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INVESTING early  
for better outcomes
The importance of quality early learning 
in children’s development, especially 
during the first eight years of life, is certain. 
Patterns for lifelong learning are set and 
fundamental building blocks of knowledge, 
such as language, basic math, and social-
emotional skills, are developed.

For children born into poverty, inequalities 
in learning experiences begin at an early 
age. By age three, disadvantaged children 
have heard approximately 30 million fewer 
words than their more affluent peers. 
High-quality, early childhood experiences 
foster the development of cognitive and 
social-emotional abilities, particularly for 
disadvantaged youth.

Kohl Children’s Museum harnesses the 
power of play through innovative exhibits 
and programs based on best practices. We 
are a safe, magical place where children and 
adults of all backgrounds and abilities learn, 
create, and discover.

Children who visit museums 
have higher achievement in 
reading, math, and science
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“Each of us must come 
to care about everyone 
else’s children. We must 
recognize that the 
welfare of our children 
and grandchildren is 
intimately linked to 
the welfare of all other 
people’s children.” 

Lilian Katz, PhD,  Professor 
Emerita of early childhood education 
at the University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign



Extending the Museum’s  
Reach and Impact
Early Childhood Connections (ECC), the 
flagship outreach program of Kohl Children’s 
Museum, extends a unique brand of playful 
learning beyond the Museum’s walls. The 
program connects children and educators in 
underserved areas with proven educational 
methods.

ECC provides educators with free, 
professional training using the same 
principles behind the Museum’s belief in 
play-based, hands-on learning. Participating 
teachers and caregivers develop the 
critical thinking skills of their students by 
having them conduct an in-depth study 
of a particular topic. The program also 
features free family activities at the Museum 
designed to engage parents in their 
children’s education.

ECC is a recognized model of success. 
The program is a Chicago Public Schools 
Preferred Professional Provider and is 
highlighted in the work of Project Approach 
expert Judy Harris Helm, Ed. D.  Assessments 
continually show ECC-trained early 
childhood educators produce statistically 
significant, positive changes in the use of 
developmentally appropriate pedagogical 
methods and strategies.

Early childhood education increases 
cognitive and achievement scores  

by 0.35 standard deviations, on average
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80% of A CHILD’S BRAIN GROWth is completed by age 3.

80% of A CHILD’S BRAIN GROWth is completed by age 3.
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Early childhood CONNECTIONS IS AN INVESTMENT FOR OUR FUTURE. 

TRAINING, FIELD TRIPS,  
AND FAMILY ACTIVITIESPER EDUCATOR, PER YEAR

Gains found for every observational and attitudinal item for both teachers and childcare providers 
(a majority highly statistically significant)

EDUCATORS

327
Brighter
Future
Family Museum
memberships
distributed
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serving diverse 
neighborhoods
The impact of ECC extends well 
beyond Kohl Children’s Museum 
in Glenview. This map shows the 
breadth of communities where ECC 
educators have taught since the 
launch of the program in 2001. ECC 
has enriched the lives of underserved 
children from 90 unique zip codes, 
from Zion in the north to the far 
south suburb of Steger.
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Carrie Hughes



Carrie Hughes served on the Kohl 
Children’s Museum Women’s Board for seven 
years, including as President of the board. 
Her volunteer leadership continues as a new 
member of the Board of Trustees. Carrie 
reflected on the value of giving her time, 
talents, and financial support to the Museum.

“I went to school for communications, and 
I got my masters in broadcast journalism. 
I ended up working for a while for a bank 
in New York where I did their community 
relations and events. I also took the minutes for 
the bank’s Board of Trustees, so now I feel like 
I’ve come full circle! I used to sit in taking notes, 
and now I have a seat at the table. It’s really 
exciting for me. 

That’s what I love about the Museum and 
volunteer opportunities. You can really grow 
and try different things. You can experience 
different things and do things that surprise 
yourself. And it all goes toward wonderful 
outreach programs.

When I was President [of the Women’s 
Board], board members who volunteered [at 
Museum outreach programs] would share 
their experiences with the rest of the board at 
meetings. Sometimes they were so touched by 
their experiences, it brought tears to their eyes. 
It’s nice for people to truly understand where 
the money is going.”

Expanding early learning  
initiatives would provide  

benefits to society of roughly  
$8.60 for every $1 spent, 

about half of which would derive from increased earnings  
for children when they grow up
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“The development of the brain, 
science shows us, is absolutely 
related to the language 
environment of the young child.” 

Dana Suskind, MD, Thirty Million Words: 
Building a Child’s Brain



Providing Special Play  
for Special Needs
Everyone at Play opens our Museum doors 
for the free, exclusive use of families 
with special needs. These families enjoy 
exhibits and programs in an atmosphere 
that is less crowded, more relaxed, and 
more conducive to each child’s individual 
needs. The program also provides unique 
opportunities for children with special 
needs and their typically developing 
siblings to play in a shared environment of 
experimentation and discovery.

Everyone at Play Impact  
(July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017)

710  
children with special needs served

Free admission to the Museum  
and programming specifically designed  

for families With special needs

6 events held

4 - 6 therapy dogs  
participating per event

40 community partners
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Chris Hixon 
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Chris Hixon shared the important role Kohl 
Children’s Museum played in the development of his 
son, Trevor. 

“Trevor was born in 2009. At the 18-month mark we 
noticed that he was not hitting some of the basic 
milestones that toddlers should be reaching. He 
received a global developmental delay diagnosis, which 
was a broad way of saying, ‘He’s not quite developing 
typically. He’s strong in some areas but not in others.’

That’s what started our journey and ultimately led us 
to a diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder. We were 
living in [Chicago] at that time... [and] we were seeking 
opportunities to work on Trevor’s development, a lot of 
which revolves around social and peer interaction.

We discovered that there was a children’s museum up 
north in Glenview. We immediately fell in love with 
Kohl Children’s Museum. It caters to kids across all 
spectrums, from typically developing kids through kids 
who have any form of special needs.

Shortly after that first visit we received an email inviting 
us to come up early on a Sunday [for Everyone at Play].
[This program] had all the benefits of the Museum but 
in a little more controlled environment. It wasn’t as 
crowded or as hectic, so it provided a really amazing 
environment to interact without too many distractions.

The Museum became an oasis for us. It was a really fun 
place for Trevor but it also helped tremendously with 
his development.”

Chris also discussed his involvement with the Museum 
as a donor and member of Kohl Children’s Museum’s 
Development Board: “A friend invited me to the charity 
golf event [Chip in for Children] to support Kohl 
Children’s Museum. I said, ‘Absolutely. I’ll be there!’ 
It was a really special, fun event centered around 
supporting a phenomenal cause. It was great to be 
able to give back to a place that had given so much to 
me and my family.

It makes me feel good that I’m able to pay it forward.”





Exploring Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, and Math 
From constructing an electrical circuit 
to creating a vibrating scribble machine, 
Tinkering Tuesday encourages children to 
do what they do best – let their curiosity 
take over! In this uber hands-on program, 
children explore the intersecting worlds of 
science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
math (STEAM). Young STEAM explorers build 
machines and create processes, then figure 
out what happens when they change those 
machines and processes. Tinkering Tuesday 
occurs throughout Kohl Children’s Museum 
on our specially designed STEAM Cart.

Tinkering Tuesday Impact  
(July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017)

472 children served

18 sessions held
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Rod smith
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Rod Smith, Vice President of Human 
Resources at Anixter, talked about 
Anixter’s sponsorship of Tinkering Tuesday 
and Rod’s relationship with Kohl Children’s 
Museum, including serving as a member of 
the Board of Trustees for three years.

“Technology is behind everything [Anixter] 
sell[s]. We have a lot of technical products 
so the STEAM program the Museum was 
launching made a lot of sense for us. 
Plus, we’re close; we’re neighbors. Being 
in human resources, I have an interest in 
education. The fit just made a lot of sense 
for us as a company. “

Rod described how Anixter worked with 
Museum staff to create the one-of-a-kind 
Kohl Children’s Museum Tinkering Tuesday 
program and corresponding STEAM 
Cart: “Our technology people and some 
engineers went over [to the Museum]. It 
was very collaborative. It was a lot of fun 
having both the [Museum] team and the 
Anixter team set up the ideas and take the 
ideas to fruition with the STEAM Cart.”
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Honoring Our Military  
and Veteran Families
Play Attention reaches out to military 
and veteran families, assisting them 
with readjustment and reconnection. 
Kohl Children’s Museum provides 
therapeutic hospitality through exclusive, 
family-centered events that offer calm, 
collaborative play where children and their 
military or veteran caregivers enjoy the 
Museum free of charge alongside other, 
similar families.

Play Attention Impact  
(July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017)

Over 600 military  
and veteran family members served

Free admission to the Museum and 
programming specifically designed for 

military and veteran families

4 events held# 

16 community partners



 

TRAILBLAZERS $5,000 - $9,999

A.G. Cox Charity Trust  
Mr. Doug Davis and Ms. Jennifer Keating 
Edwardson Family Foundation
EY 
Mr. Andrew E. Farley 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Gary 
Illinois Arts Council 
Edmond and Alice Opler Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Harrison I. Steans 
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Thomson 
Mr. Mark Tilton and Mr. Stephen Tilton Kohl

PATHFINDERS $2,500 - $4,999

Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Bradford 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Farrell 
First Bank of Highland Park 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hamill 
WTTW

IMAGINERS $1,000- $2,499 

Mr. Ali Akbar and Mrs. Nilofer Umar 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Carlson 
CB Richard Ellis, Inc 
Chicago Blackhawk Alumni Association
Chiro One 
Cultural Care Au Pair 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Cummings 
Ecolab Foundation 
Harvey S. Firestone Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Firfer 
Mr. and Mrs. Art J. Fogel 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Fontana 
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Goering 
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary Hafner 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Hannahs  
Mr. and Mrs. Yale Henderson 
Mr. James Jacobson and Ms. Kathryn  
 D. Ingraham
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony R. Licata 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lorsbach 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lubin 

IMAGINERS $1,000- $2,499 
CONTINUED 

Mr. and Mrs. Bryan R. Malis
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Maslan 
Nick and Susan Noyes 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Owens 
Pledgeling Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Schornack 
Chirag Shah 
Ms. Ann C. Sickon and Mr. Mark Swift 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Tobin 
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Traci 
Ms. Sheridan Turner  
USG Corporation 
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Weinberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Winer 
Yummy Dental & Orthodontics For Kids

SUPPORTERS $250 - $999

Anonymous (2) 
Mr. John F. Ball, Jr. 
Mr. Michael Bloom 
Mrs. Paula Brady 
The Chicago Community Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Choi 
Mr. and Mrs. Franco Cisternino 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Coleman 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert O. Delaney, Jr.
Funtopia 
Mr. Michael Herman and  
 Mr. Bernard Bartilad 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan P. Jensen 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Kozak 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Landauer 
Ms. Maureen Liebergen-Schmidt 
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Lipschultz 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Lorenzini 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom McBreen 
Mr. and Mrs. Sean McCracken 
Mr. Eric McIntire and Ms. Rachel Choi
J. McLaughlin/Georgica Pine 
Pediatric Dentistry of Northbrook 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Rutstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Schuster 
Mr. Theodore Seyfarth
Leo J. Shapiro & Associates 
Mr. and Mrs. Jarrett Simerson 

INVESTORS $50,000+

Abbvie
Anonymous
CME Group Foundation
John D. and Catherine T.  MacArthur Foundation 
The Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Union Pacific
Whole Foods Market

INNOVATORS $25,000 - $49,999

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation 
Anixter
Astellas USA Foundation 
Crown Family Philanthropies
The Kresge Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Ventana Charitable Foundation
Wintrust Financial Corporation

EXPLORERS $15,000 - $24,999

Allstate Insurance Company 
Anonymous
CDW 
Discover Financial Services 
Dr. Scholl Foundation 
Fifth Third Bank 
Ford Fund 
Gorter Family Foundation 
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund 
Northern Trust 
Ravinia Festival 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Waddell 
Wells Fargo Foundation

DISCOVERERS $10,000 - $14,999

Anonymous 
Association of Children’s Museums 
The Galter Foundation 
Glenview State Bank  
Ms. Dawn Meiners
Frank and Karen Ptak Family Foundation
Morgan Stanley Foundation 
Souder Family Foundation

July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017

ANNUAL DONORS

 Recognized by 

 Parents Magazine  

and Make It Better  
as a leading children’s museum



WONDER FUNDER $1,000 - $4,999
CONTINUED 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Melville 
Mr. and Mrs. John Nichols 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Norwesh 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerrold Palmer 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Pennise 
Mr. and Mrs. Mason Phelps
Plante Moran
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Radnay
Mr. and Mrs. William Reeder
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Sauer
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Sheehy
Mr. Dean G. Stieber and Mrs. Sharon Haney
Mr. James B. Stucker
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Suss
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sutenbach
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Temple
The Aon Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David Tingue
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Tobin
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Traci
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Verdeyen
Mr. and Mrs. David Waldherr
Carol J. Ward
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Winer
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Winslow
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Wotring
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Zessar

KOHL CHILDREN’S MUSEUM  
PATRON $250 - $999

Mr. and Mrs. Curt Adams
Mrs. Kiran Advani-Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Sid Bala
Mr. and Dr. JP Beitler
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Bragg
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Buhl
Mr. Mike Frease and Mrs. Ryanne Bumps
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Busse
Mr. J. Melfort Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. David Canmann
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Cartwright
Ms. Ebony Chafey
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Chase
Mr. and Mrs. Franco Cisternino
Ms. Emily Cittadine
Elizabeth A. and William Coulson
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Cramer
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Darling
Mr. and Mrs. Hartwell Davis

July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017

 

DIAMOND $25,000+

Exelon Corporation
ITW Foundation
The Dolores Kohl Education Foundation

GOLD $15,000 - $24,999

The Negaunee Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Waddell

EMERALD $10,000 - $14,999

Allstate Insurance Company 
Mr. and Mrs. James Hemmings 
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Hughes 
KPMG LLP 
McNamara Purcell Foundation 
Ms. Dawn Meiners 
Mrs. Alicia Pando and Mr. Tony Fox 
PricewaterhouseCoopers  LLP 
Mr. David Reyes
Schneider Electric 

PEARL $7,500 - $9,999

The AON Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Burdeen 
Harvey S. Firestone Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Kruse 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Ronan

TABLE SPONSOR $5,000 - $7,499

Advocate Children’s Hospital 
Anixter 
BMO Harris Bank 
Deloitte 
Mr. and Ms. Bill Downes 
Gantz Family Foundation 
Grant Thornton 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan R. Malis 
Neiman Marcus Group 
The Robert R. McCormick Foundation 
Nylok 
Pepper Construction Company 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Rutstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick G. Ryan
Symphony Financial 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP  
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Tichy 
United Scrap Metal 

AN Evening to Imagine Gala Donors
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WONDER FUNDER $1,000 - $4,999

Adobe
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Alshouse 
Mr. and Mrs. Ali Azim 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Baker 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bors 
Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Bradford 
Mrs. Paula Brady 
Ms. Michelle Buckley 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Carlson 
Mr. and Mrs. Shawn Carstens 
Mr. and Mrs Swope Clarke 
Mr. and Mrs. Eran Cohen 
Mr. and Mrs. Percy V. Crocker 
Mr. Omar Daghestani and Ms. Cathleen  
 Daghestani
Dan and Merrie Boone Foundation 
Ms. Merri Dee
Mr. and Mrs. Chris DeLeeuw 
Mr. and Mrs Brian Donnelly 
Mr. and Mrs. Lucas Erickson 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fanslow 
Mr. Andrew E. Farley 
Feitler Family Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Firfer 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Foley 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fox 
Mr. and Mrs. William Franklin 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Funk 
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Gardner 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Gibbons 
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Glick 
Mr. and Mrs. Shea Goggin 
Mr. Alfred G. Goldstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Gooden 
Mr. and Mrs. David Gruca 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hamill 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Hatlen 
Mr. Michael Herman and Bernard Bartilad
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Honigberg 
Mr. James Jacobson and Ms. Kathryn D.  
 Ingraham
Mr. and Mrs. John Kastl 
Mr. Doug Davis and Ms. Jennifer Keating
Mr. and Mrs. Kris Keys 
Mrs. Dolores Kohl Kaplan 
Ms. Natalie Leung 
Dr. and Mrs. Seth Levitz 

Mr. and Mrs. Todd Lohr 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard London 
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Martin 
Mr. Tim Martin and Mrs. Kathryn Botica Martin
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CHIP IN FOR CHILDREN 
GOLF OUTING DONORS
SILVER LEVEL $5,000+

Illinois Tool Works Foundation

BRONZE LEVEL $2,500 - $4,999

ACE American Insurance Co.
MB Financial Bank, N.A.
Mr. James B. Stucker
The PrivateBank
Wells Fargo Capital Finance
Worsek & Vihon LLP

ACE LEVEL $1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
EY
Harvey S. Firestone Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Lipschultz
The Roth Family
Mr. Ed Wittenstein

SUPPORTERS $250 - $999

Mr. Bernard Garvey
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Hatlen
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Heaton 
 

July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017

KOHL CHILDREN’S MUSEUM  
PATRON $250 - $999

CONTINUED 

Mr. and Mrs. David Dorsay
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Esler
Mr. Dan Ferrara
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Fontana
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Goering
Mr. and Mrs. David Goldberg
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathon Hahner
Mr. and Mrs. David Halpern
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Harding
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Heaton
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Heinlein
Mr. David Pickering and Mrs. Malessia Howland
Mr. Dave Judy and Mr. Scott Roseberry
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kolder
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kowalewski
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Leister
Ms. Vicki Lenart
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Lynch
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Marchant
Ms. Susan F. Miller
Mrs. Lucy R. Minor
Ms. Yvonne Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon H. Newman
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Nocera
Mr. and Mrs. Ted North
Mr. and Mrs. Jim O’Donnell
Mrs. Roberta Olshansky
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Owens
Mr. and Mrs. John Pasquesi
Mr. and Mrs. John Patience

AN Evening to Imagine Gala Donors CONTINUED

15,768  
children, families, and 

educators served through 
outreach programs

KOHL CHILDREN’S MUSEUM  
PATRON $250 - $999
CONTINUED 

Mrs. Charlene Podolsky
Ms. Shawna Radzik
Robert D. and Phyllis A. Jaffee 
 Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Rodbro
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Saccaro
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson Schaff
Mr. and Ms. Peter Schaff
Mr. and Mrs. Erik Scheier
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Schoonyoung
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Seiffert
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Shinall
Mr. and Mrs. Rod Smith
Ms. Tanya Stanish
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Stupar
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Tapping
Heidi Troester
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Waldman
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel L. Wenner
Mr. and Mrs. George Wilkins
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Wohl
Mr. and Mrs. Ashley Woods
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Worth
Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Yovovich
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Zoph
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July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017

CEMENT TRUCK $5,000 - $7,499

Anonymous
Discover Financial Services
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Rose Pest Solutions

BULL DOZER $3,000 - $4,999

1st Avantage Mortgage  
 A Draper and Kramer Company
Goldfish Swim School 

BACK HOE $2,000 - $2,999

@properties
Athena Bitcoin
FedEx Ground Package System
Foss Swim School
United Scrap Metal

STEAM ROLLER $1,000 - $1,999

Beitler Real Estate Services
Bob’s Discount Furniture, LLC
Chiro One
Dept. 11
Dunkin Donuts
ECC Insurance Brokers
Haddad Urology Clinic P.A.
HEART Certified Auto Care
Mr. and Mrs. David Kline
Motorsource, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Roberts

TOUCH A TRUCK FAMILY FESTIVAL Donors

SUPPORTERS $100 - $249

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew A’Hearn
Mr. and Mrs. John Anton
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Baby
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Barton
Mr. and Mrs. David Canmann
Mr. and Mrs Swope Clarke
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Daugherty
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Fahner
Ms. Jessica Fitzpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Guerin
Mr. and Mrs Joel Harris
Jimmy’s Bag O’Donuts
Mr. Joel Joyce
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lee
Mrs. Hope M. Martin
Mr. Eric McIntire and Ms. Rachel Choi
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Gravengaard
Mr. and Mrs. Brad O’Dell
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Pennise
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Quinn
Carol Savery
Mr. and Mrs. Jarrett Simerson
Mrs. Susan Stockman
Mr. and Mrs. Ashley Woods
Mr. Mark Zebro and Mrs. Elizabeth  
 Holinger Zebro
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TRUCK $500 - $999

303 Taxi 
Athletico Center/NSC Management LLC 
Clear Channel Outdoor 
Graeter’s Ice Cream 
Grins on Green Bay Pediatric Dentistry 
Harper Bay Holdings LLC/Spenga 
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Hynes 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Koltun 
Lamar Companies 
Lil’ Kickers Soccer LLC 
Livingstone Partners 
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital  
 of Chicago 
Napolita Pizzeria & Wine Bar  
Nolan and Freund Dental Professionals 
Northwestern University 
Mr. and Mrs. John Patience 
Mr. Raymond Sjolseth and  
 Mrs. Laura Gardner Sjolseth

CRANE $250 - $499 

Mr. and Mrs. Ali Azim
Mr. and Dr. JP Beitler
Elizabeth J. Connelly
Mr. and Mrs Brian Donnelly
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Esler
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Gooden
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Heinlein
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. John Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Chris McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. William Reeder
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Shinall
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Wotring



  

CHAIR
Jack Ball, Jr. 
Senior Vice President, Morgan Stanley

PRESIDENT & CEO
Sheridan Turner 
Kohl Children’s Museum of Greater Chicago

MEMBERS
Kimberly Bors 
Senior VP, Chief Human Resources Officer,  
The Mosaic Company

David Buhl 
Vice President, ThyssenKrupp Materials NA

Lori Carlson 
CFO, Rotary International

Shannon Carstens 
Partner, KPMG LLP

Karen J. Choi 
Liaison with Anixter

Franco Cisternino 
Group President, Marmon Automotive Components

Stephen Cummings 
Head of NA Investment Consulting, Aon Hewitt 
Investment Consulting

Kate DeLeeuw 
Vice President & Risk Manager, RBC Wealth 
Management

Merri Dee 
President, M D Communications

Mike Farrell 
President, Advocate Children’s Hospital

Nancy Firfer 
Senior Advisor, Metropolitan Planning Council,  
Former President of Glenview

Art Fogel 
Executive Vice President and Managing Director, 
Corporate Banking Group, The Northern Trust 
Corporation

Angela K. Fontana 
Vice President, Assistant General Counsel &  
Assistant Secretary, Allstate Insurance Company

June 2017

BOARD of trusteeS AND AUXILIARY BOARDS

MEMBERS CONTINUED

Dan Gary 
Partner, Ernst & Young

Jon Glick 
Partner, PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Kelly Goering 
Senior Business Operations Manager– Everyday,  
Mars Wrigley Confectionery

Yulia Gurman 
Director of Internal Audit and Corporate Security, 
Packaging Corporation of America (PCA)

John Hamill 
Partner, DLA Piper LLP

Tim Hannahs 
Managing Director, Fifth Third Private Bank

Carrie Hughes 
Civic Volunteer and Leader

Kathryn D. Ingraham 
Vice President, Secretary & General Counsel,  
KapStone Paper and Packaging Corporation

Jennifer Keating 
Partner, Mayer Brown LLP
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Dawn Meiners 
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 
fiscal yEAr – JUNE 30, 2017

REVENUES AND OTHER SUPPORT
Contributions & Grants  Operations $1,110,960

Special Events (Net) $453,573

Admissions $858,691 

Membership Income $940,861

Field Trips and Educational Program $167,220

Facility Rental Income $229,437

Exhibit Rental Income $68,925

Other $34,917

TOTAL REVENUES AND OTHER SUPPORT $3,864,583

EXPENSES
Program Services $3,845,262

Management & General $357,238

Fundraising $371,384

TOTAL EXPENSES $4,573,884

INCREASE/DECREASE NET ASSETS  ($709,301) 
BEFORE OTHER CHANGES   

OTHER CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
Play It Forward Campaign Contributions $573,835

Play It Forward Campaign Expenses ($228,820)

Interest Earnings on Investments $4,995

Net Realized and Unrealized Gains (Losses)  ($38,728)

on Investments

TOTAL $388,738

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS ($320,563)

Financing Serious Play
Thank you! We could not achieve 
our goals without the generous 
contributions of donors like you 
and the leadership of our boards. In 
partnership with you, the Museum 
looks forward to continued growth 
in public support and program 
revenue in the coming years.

bsanders@kcmgc.org

EXPENSES
PROGRAMS/ 
EDUCATION/ 
EXHIBITS
$3,845,262 

MANAGEMENT/ 
GENERAL
$357,238

FUNDRAISING
$371,384

84%

8%

8%

REVENUES
EARNED REVENUE
$2,265,134

PUBLIC SUPPORT
$1,110,960

CAUSE-RELATED  
FUNDRAISING  
EVENTS
$453,573

OTHER
$34,917 

29% 58%

12%
1%

Admission and membership fees cover less than 50% of the Museum’s annual operating expenses.

The place where awesome lives

William Sanders   
Vice President of Business Affairs & CFO 
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Giving the Gift  
of Serious Play
This annual report demonstrates the 
serious impact of your generosity. 
Thank you for providing playful, 
inspiring experiences for our children.

We’re dreaming bigger than ever at 
Kohl Children’s Museum. You can help 
more children experience the power 
of play with a gift to the Museum’s 
Learning to Grow Fund. 

Please contact me for more 
information about how you can give 
the gift of serious play and help Kohl 
Children’s Museum continue to grow.

Michael Herman,  
Vice President of Development 
mherman@kcmgc.org



Sneak Peek at FY18



Waukegan Pop Up  
Experience
Kohl Children’s Museum hosted 
a pop up museum at Urban Edge, 
a 5,000 sq. ft. storefront gallery 
located in downtown Waukegan, IL. 
This pilot program, Kohl Children’s 
Museum in Waukegan, was free 
of charge to school and childcare 
groups during weekday hours and 
to families during evening and 
weekend hours. The Pop Up Museum 
included hands-on STEAM activities 
for children ages three to eight years 
old and their families. 

Among the experiences, large 
wind tubes and a Bernoulli blower 
encouraged children to explore 
airflow, drag, symmetry, and gravity. 
Imagination Playground blocks and 
magnetic building blocks provided 
a wealth of collaborative learning 
opportunities.

Fun “Learn At Home” activities also 
encouraged families to continue the  
hands-on learning after they left the  
pop up museum experience.

Make a donation to Kohl Children’s 
Museum to support new pop up 
museums in under-resourced 
communities.
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VISION
We will be an essential leader  
in providing playful experiences 
that inspire every child.

MISSION
We are a place that provides  
experiences and memories  
to build a foundation for a  
lifetime of learning.

www.kcmgc.org

SOCIALIZE WITH US

#PLAYKCM

See for yourself why we’re The Place Where Awesome Lives!
Kohl Children’s Museum of Greater Chicago  •  2100 Patriot Blvd, Glenview  •  (847) 832-6600  •  kcmgc.org

THE PLACE WHERE AWESOME LIVES


